A baby turtle i seen on the sand tuying To make lis way Yo the ocean but it can't
becanse there is a great Ylock of seagulle Wocking his path, Scared and frightened the
tuntle hides in the shadow of a nock and ducks back inte lhis shell. Suddenly a little ginl
appeaned, Running libe a wild beast straight towande the flock of seagulls, scaring
them away. The little tarntle sees this and smiles. The smdle o wery doon goue when the
little gorl nuns over To liim. Fe Cucks inte lhis dhell in fear but the child o confused and
decides that the best thing to do (o to pick liim app and play lim next th the ocean by
the othone. This tantle decsn 't seem to be doing mauch but before dhe can investigate any
fonthen len mother foicks lhen ap, woied dick about whene dhe might have goue, ¢
doeon 't matten though uce they lhave to leave To go lome now. This baly turtle fobes
its tead out for a moment To dee lien wauing goodbye over lhen mothen s shoulder. The
tuntle waves back and then suims ints the sea. With a smile that wide 7 couldn 't
imagine that e 'd ever forget her aften that moment, He might even rnemember bien for
the nest of lis life. 4 fetw months later we sec the turtle coming out of the water and
then bhe naticess, the little girl from a few mouths back. He lhasn 't seen lien in agee. Do
you think sthe U nemembern bim Utee le does len? VY you thought yes, you'd be comect
becanse dhe comes back to the beact on ler birnthday To find the dame turtle she daun a
while age. Ste points and frods it for a while antdl he comes out of lhis dhell and
waves bello. The little gl smiles and waves back with a min giggle. Tt was then that
lalds lien band aut lat as to say to the tnile thatl she wanle to fick lim af, He scems
werwous and neluctant at findt but eventually crawle to lien land and gets lfted off of
the ground by then. A little scaned but eventually enjoys it They pin around ac she
giggles a banch antil dhe gete super close to the water. Fe's wondening at finst & she '
ohay but then suddenly wotices len dtaning at the ocean. ‘Fe looks at len and node. She
Gon 't sune what that means but it sounds neasuwning. She dlowly steps into the water
only ta nealise that it's actually quite uice. Sthe puts lim down in the water and he
oaria glides through the sea. They oplash around for minates on end wntdd ber mother
calls fnom the otherside of the beach asking lher to come back lecanse they mudt netumn



lome. Ste's apset and fecls like enying but io then immediately calmed dowan because
the tuntle buow they 't meet up again wert year. They both emile and go away from eack
other, Auother 3 years pass and the two of them ane guite attached to eack ather ever
dince (¢ was changed to twice a year rather than ouce & year. She ion 't afraid of

& friendoticp that U last. 4 whole decade goes by and wow dhe i a teenager. Sthe &

by the ohone and goes nushing over to liim, They talk for boune on end, modt of it o
about stuff be docon't andenstan but listens anyway like a good bedt fricnd

would, Athough other thinge do appear to be differcat. Oue of hier eyes éo a lirtle
whiten than &t dhoald be. Fe pretends it's wot that Uiy of a deal and relaxes with her.
Yhey may be the same age but they 've beon experiencing very different thinge when they
anen 't wich cach other. A lome dhe's been baving dome teviille problems with hen
fpancuts, mainly her mother who bad been abusing lien father and eopecially lier due to
being anderpaid and baving a drinbing frrollem, This cansed thie ginl to bave & case of
depressive disorden and anxiety in the form of trauma induced panidliment. Ste feele ac
o something io poychically wnong with hen though, likke as ¢ there was something
attacking lier colls bit by bit. Ou the other hand the tunitle being quite small bas to deal
on binds. Being ot do bigh on the food chain meant i was always a lfe on death
oituation wa matter what he was doing on whene be was going, The ouly ime he docon’t
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bad, T¢'s the uext year and be can alrwady see lien in the distance but ber hood o ap o
the top of len head ion't uisible. Fe's neally confused. Eveatually dhe walls douly
down ta the tunitle to day hi and tell bim whats been troullling her. Sthe futs her lood
dowan to neveal that. . .ohe's. . she lost all of e biacr. The tuntle & én dhock and awe at
lis image, Fe s wandening what could ve fosoilly bappencd to len for tiie to bhappen.
Sthe neveals to the tunitle that she bad been diaguosed Stage 4 Cancer. AHthougl: be
docsn 't bnow what that is. . le buows it can ouly mearn bad thinge. He o dhouting in
liéo mind alaut bow this can't be happening and liow le wanted to spend his whole life
with len loping he'd dic finot o that at least lie ¢ uot alone when he's gone. He takes a
moment to eny dome Teand aften that realisation. Sthe says that everything o gouna be
abuight, 7 U still aluways be with you. 7o matter what. /4o a single tear begins to fall



can't be the last, ¢ shiouldn't be the last aud it conldn 't be the last, Hthough thie girl
liae one ladst nequest. . ole aluways wanted to dwim acnode the sea oue day. She was
lioping to be alle to when she twwed 20 something. This turtle buew Just what to do.
He fromises that wo matten what happens be U complete ben dream of sailing the
ocean, So they have a bug goadlye and they U meet each other on the other side of the
ocean. The turtle's joumey stants fnom lire as lie takes to the eas af bigh speed.
Looking for the other side. Fe found a buge coral reef alony lics adveatane which
dcemed, fretty at finst antdl he came face To face with a monstroas sized eal that ties to
eat tbim in one bite. ‘Fe Ul be toast & be docon 't mave fast. Dodging the (et champ
twe aud thee! The sea creatwe was taken down and do e continues forwand. Finding
groupe of stingray, famdly of tna aud tous of sea oponges and then dguidhy exterion.
one dtope swimming to try and find the other dide wanld take years and decades,
10006y even a centary, but this tuntle would do auything for that gl we maiter the
coot and we matten the difficalty. Aten 90 years of non-dtop Suimming across the
water, abmodt giving upp wntdl. . .vodla! The eud at lact! Fe found the idland which was
a ey dign of it being the ather oide of the world, Fe crawle onto the dlone dlowly but
with glee and pride. Fe can finally nest on the sand by the nocks and opend lis last
days laughing with his best friend. Fe tanns to the little 9ol and caye, You are my



